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THE CITY OF ROCKS. 



U. FRANCIS DUFF. 



A remarkable natural curiosity of the Southwest is the " City " 
of Rocks, near Hudson Hot Springs, in southern New Mexico. 
Here, rising from a ridge of solid rock, and extending over about 
two hundred acres, is a great mass of lofty domes, crags, columns, 
peaks, shafts, spires, and pinnacles, through which run many open- 
ings and passageways, corresponding in a certain degree to the 
avenues, streets, and closes of a town. From the main passageways 
hundreds of little alleys, many so narrow that one is put to it to 
squeeze through them, branch in all directions. These are so 
numerous, intricate, and winding in their confusing mazes that it 
would require considerable time for one to familiarize himself with 
them. All of this is interspersed with little plazas, or open courts; 
while on the outer edges are several semi-circular and triangular 
bays, which extend up into it from the surrounding plain. 

It is evident that a long ridge of rock extending the length of 
the place was forced up here at some time in the bygone ages — a 
past so remote as to be beyond conjecture. This rock was a forma- 
tion of different degrees of hardness, the portion in contact with 
the seams, or veins, running lengthwise and across it having been 
so much less refractory than the rest as to have been worn away in 
the course of the long cycles of time that have rolled by, or, it may 
be, because the elements could more easily reach these parts. 

It is possible that the glacial period has been a factor in the 
work; but it is more than likely that the slow but sure disintegrat- 
ing processes of time — the wind and the rain and the continuous 
chemical action of the atmosphere — have produced this most re- 
markable formation, second in grandeur and interest, so far as I 
know, only to the Garden of the Gods in Colorado. In some 
respects it is even more striking than the latter, the mass being so 
much greater. 

The domes and towers shoot up in many places to a height of 
from fifty to sixty feet. Very few of these have sharp points or 
edges, the material of which they are composed being of such a 
nature — so easily affected by the elements — that the outlines have 
been worn away and softened down. Nor does this detract from 
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their picturesqueness and impressiveness. All are more or less 
honeycombed, and the wearing-away process still continues. From 
cells whose cups extended some distance into the rock I took out 
handfuls of the more friable material which had once filled them. 

Sphinx-like and immutable they stand, the sentinels of the cen- 
turies, keeping watch and ward as the seasons have come and gone 
in this dun land of the wide horizon with its ineffable haze. The 
warm sunlight shimmers down upon them, bathing the lofty cones 
in its tender radiance; the little winds creep up, whispering across 
the wastes; but out of the brooding loneliness comes no voice to 
tell their story. 

That the "City " was known to the Indians in prehistoric times 
is evident by the remains found within its limits. From a mass of 




EAGLE CRAG IN THE DISTANCE. 



debris covering the bottom of a dark cavern formed by the falling 
together of three great peaks was exhumed a number of relics and 
a skeleton in a fairly good state of preservation. Just outside of 
this cavern mortars have been cut in the main ledge. On a bench, 
in a great cavity hollowed out of one side of Aztec Rock, a body 
had been laid away and enclosed with a substantial wall composed 
of flat stones set in adobe mortar. This had been opened and the 
remains carried off some years prior to my visit, but a portion of 
the wall is still standing. 

The streets stretch away, in many cases, in almost perfect line, 
although the view is more frequently interrupted by sharp turns 
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and windings. These generally trend north and south or east and 
west. Some of them are fifteen or twenty feet wide. 

The rocks have assumed many curious and fantastic shapes. 
The Leaning Tower, Balance Rock, the Cardinal's Hat, and another, 
something like a kneeling camel in appearance, are very striking. 
Two little pinnacles on the west side, known as Twin Pillars, are 
also quite interesting. At the northwest corner is a massive dome 
called Eagle Crag, in a large pocket of which a pair of eagles have 
nested for several seasons and successfully reared their broods. 




CAMEL ROCK. 



To attempt a description of all of the attractive features of the 
" City " would be a task requiring a perfect familiarity with it — 
something that could only be obtained through long and careful 
investigation. 

The visitor will find, at every step, something new to attract 
his attention ; a score of openings, leading in as many different 
directions, will invite him, until, bewildered, he finally sits down to 
rest and gather together his scattered wits. 

Some idea of the confusing magnitude of the place may be 
obtained from the fact that the writer spent more than an hour 
trying to find Aztec Rock, which he had visited the day before, 
and the general location of which he had quite distinctly in mind. 
Providing one has a very sure-footed animal, it is possible to ride 
a horse over most of the " City," although swinging around the 
edges of great crags and climbing steep inclines are apt to be a little 
trying on the nerves. 
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A man named Couch has filed a homestead claim on one hundred 
and sixty acres of the site; but owing to its remoteness, it will not 
be of great advantage to him, even should he fence it in, as I 
understood he contemplates doing. If possible, it should be set 
apart by the Government. 



THE ISLAND OF GUAM. 

This map of the Island of Guam is reduced from the map pub- 
lished by the War Department, the result of the Government 
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GUAM. 



survey. The facts here given with regard to the island are taken 
from Brig.-Gen. Joseph Wheeler's report on Guam, published by 



